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GOAL 1 All children will enter school ready to 

learn. (Early Childhood) 
 

Measures of Success  

 

MEASURE 1:  Increase the percentage of children entering kindergarten 

ready to read. 

 

 
Figure 1 

Percent of Children Entering Kindergarten Proficient  

in Beginning Sounds Using DIBELS 

 

 
Data Source:  Project EASIER, Iowa Department of Education, 2008-2009 
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MEASURE 2:  Increase the percentage of four-year-old children 

participating in a quality preschool program. 

 

Table 1 

Number and Percentage of Four-Year-Olds Attending State  

or Federally Funded Quality Preschool Programs  

2007-2008 

 
    Program Name  Number Served 
   

 Head Start 4,168 

 Shared Visions Preschool Programs 1,733 

 Title I 1,820 

 Early Childhood Special Education 1,774 

 Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program  

   for Four-Year-Olds 5,126 

 Total Number 14,621 

Percentage 37% 
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Major Initiatives 

 

INITIATIVE 1:  Implement the Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program for 

Four-Year-Olds. 

 

Purpose 

 

 

 

Activities and Accomplishments 
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Results 

On the Horizon 

INITIATIVE 2:  Develop a comprehensive early childhood professional 

development system. 

 

Purpose 

 

Activities and Accomplishments 
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Results  
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On the Horizon 

 

INITIATIVE 3:  Support implementation of the Iowa Quality Preschool 

Program Standards (IQPPS).  

 
Purpose 

Activities and Accomplishments
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Results

On the Horizon
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GOAL 2 All K-12 students will achieve at a 

high level. (K-12) 

 

Measures of Success  

 
MEASURE 1:  Increase the percentage of 4

th
, 8

th
, and 11

th
 grade students 

achieving proficient or higher in reading and mathematics. 
 

 

Figure 2 

Percent of Iowa 4
th

 Grade Students Proficient on ITBS Reading  
Comprehension Test, Biennium Periods 1997-1999 to 2006-2008 

 

 
Source:  Iowa Testing Programs, University of Iowa. 
Note: Percentages for each biennium period represent average percentages of proficient students for the two school 
 years represented, e.g. 2001-2003 represents the average for the 2001-2002 and the 2002-2003 school years.  
 A student designated as proficient can, at a minimum, do the following: 
   Usually understands factual information and new words in context.   
   Usually is able to make inferences and interpret either non-literal language or information in new contexts.   
   Often can determine a selection’s main idea and analyze its style and structure. 
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Figure 3 

Percent of Iowa 8
th

 Grade Students Proficient on ITBS Reading  
Comprehension Test, Biennium Periods 1997-1999 to 2006-2008  

 

Source:  Iowa Testing Programs, University of Iowa. 
Note: Percentages for each biennium period represent average percentages of proficient students for the two school 
 years represented, e.g. 2001-2003 represents the average for the 2001-2002 and the 2002-2003 school years.  
 A student designated as proficient can, at a minimum, do the following: 
   Usually is able to understand factual information and new words in context, make inferences, and interpret  
  information in new contexts.  
   Often is able to determine a selection’s main idea, identify its author’s purpose or viewpoint, and analyze its  
  style and structure. 
 

 

Figure 4 

Percent of Iowa 11
th

 Grade Students Proficient on ITED Reading 
Comprehension Test, Biennium Periods 1997-1999 to 2006-2008 

 

 

 

Source:  Iowa Testing Programs, University of Iowa. 
Note: Percentages for each biennium period represent average percentages of proficient students for the two school 
 years represented, e.g. 2001-2003 represents the average for the 2001-2002 and the 2002-2003 school years.  
 A student designated as proficient can, at a minimum, do the following: 
   Usually understands stated information and ideas; often is able to infer implied meaning, draw conclusions,  
  and interpret non-literal language; and usually is able to make generalizations from or about a text, identify  
  author’s purpose or viewpoint, and evaluate aspects of its style or structure.   
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Figure 5 

Percent of Iowa 4
th

 Grade Students Proficient on ITBS   
Mathematics Test, Biennium Periods 1997-1999 to 2006-2008 

 

 

 

Source:  Iowa Testing Programs, University of Iowa. 
Note: Percentages for each biennium period represent average percentages of proficient students for the two school 
 years represented, e.g. 2001-2003 represents the average for the 2001-2002 and the 2002-2003 school years.  
 A student designated as proficient can, at a minimum, do the following: 
   Is developing an understanding of many math concepts, usually is able to solve simple and complex problems 
  and use estimation methods, and can interpret data from graphs and tables. 

 

 

Figure 6 

Percent of Iowa 8
th

 Grade Students Proficient on ITBS  
Mathematics Test, Biennium Periods 1997-1999 to 2006-2008 

 

 

 

Source:  Iowa Testing Programs, University of Iowa. 
Note: Percentages for each biennium period represent average percentages of proficient students for the two school 
 years represented, e.g. 2001-2003 represents the average for the 2001-2002 and the 2002-2003 school years.  
 A student designated as proficient can, at a minimum, do the following: 
   Usually can understand math concepts and solve simple and complex word problems, sometimes can use  
  estimation methods, and usually is able to interpret data from graphs and tables.   
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Figure 7 

Percent of Iowa 11
th

 Grade Students Proficient on ITED  
Mathematics Test, Biennium Periods 1997-1999 to 2006-2008 

 

 

Source:  Iowa Testing Programs, University of Iowa. 
Note: Percentages for each biennium period represent average percentages of proficient students for the two school 
 years represented, e.g. 2001-2003 represents the average for the 2001-2002 and the 2002-2003 school years.  
 A student designated as proficient can, at a minimum, do the following: 
   Sometimes applies math concepts and procedures, makes inferences with quantitative information, and 
  solves a variety of quantitative reasoning problems. 

 

MEASURE 2:  Increase the percentage of students who graduate from high 

school. 

Figure 8 

Iowa Public School Graduation Rates 
Graduating Classes of 1996 to 2008 

 

Source:  Iowa Department of Education, Bureau of Planning, Research, Development and Evaluation Services, 
Basic Educational Data Survey, High School Completers and Dropout files. 

Note: Although the graduation rate has decreased slightly, Iowa continues to have one of the highest graduation rates 
in the country. The adjustment in the rate is due, in part, to enhancements in Iowa’s data system. The 2008 
graduating class is the first group of students to have had a statewide identification number for all four years. 
This has allowed Iowa school districts and the Iowa Department of Education to keep careful accounting of each 
ninth grader as he or she progressed through school. The system has provided advancements in determining 
when a student graduates, even if the student moved to a different district in the state during his or her high 
school career. 
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MEASURE 3:  Increase the number of high school students taking 

advanced coursework. 
 

Figure 9 

Estimated Percent of Iowa Public School Juniors and Seniors 
Enrolled in Higher-Level Mathematics* 

 

Source:  Iowa Department of Education 
Note: *Higher-Level Mathematics includes pre-calculus, calculus, trigonometry, statistics, and Advanced  
 Placement mathematics. 
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Figure 10 

Estimated Percent of Iowa Public School 
 Juniors Enrolled in Chemistry 

 
 

Source:  Iowa Department of Education 
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Figure 11 

Estimated Percent of Iowa Public School  
Seniors Enrolled in Physics 

 

 

Source:  Iowa Department of Education 
 

 

Major Initiatives 

 
INITIATIVE 1:  Provide professional development and technical assistance 
for school districts and area education agencies (AEAs) in the areas of 
literacy, science, mathematics, and STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math). 

Reading 

Purpose
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Activities and Accomplishments
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Results

 

Figure 12 

The Percentage of Students Proficient in Reading 

Comprehension on the ITBS/ITED 
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Figure 13 

Percentage of Students Making Grade Equivalent  

Gains of Two or More Years in Comprehension  

on the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT) 
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Figure 14 

Percentage of Students Making Grade Equivalent 

Gains of Two or More Years in Vocabulary 

on the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT) 

 

 

Figure 15 

Percentage of Students Making Grade Equivalent 

Gains of Four or More Years in Comprehension 

on the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT) 
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 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Horizon 
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Science 

Purpose 

Activities and Accomplishments 
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Results 
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On the Horizon

Mathematics 

Purpose 
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Activities and Accomplishments

Results

On the Horizon 
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Efforts Crossing Content Areas 

 

Authentic Intellectual Work 

 

Purpose

 

 

 

 

 

 
Activities and Accomplishments
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Results 

 

 

On the Horizon

 

Formative Assessment 
 

Purpose 

 

 

 

 

Activities and Accomplishments 
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Results 

 

On the Horizon 

 
INITIATIVE 2:  Expand high school reform efforts utilizing a network of AEA 
trainers to help districts implement the Iowa Core Curriculum and address 
the needs of struggling learners.
 
Purpose

Activities and Accomplishments
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 Table 2 

Leadership Module Objectives  

 
Leadership  

Module Objectives 
 

 
 

Module 1 

 
 

Module 2 

 
 

Module 3 

 
 

Module 4 

 
 

Module 5 

 
 

Module 6 

Purposes, Requirements,  
Intent, Rationale, 
Implications for Districts 

 
  

 
  

 
  

   

Leadership Behaviors to 
Support/Sustain Core 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

  

Roles and Responsibilities 
of Leaders 

 
  

  
  

   

Characteristics of Effective 
Instruction 

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Essential Concepts  
and Skills  - 21

st
  

Century Skills 

    
  

 
  

 
  

Alignment Processes – 
Definitions 

  
  

 
  

 
  

  

Implementation Plan and 
Use Self-study 

   
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
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Results

On the Horizon 

 

 

 

 

 
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INITIATIVE 3:  Improve the quality of teaching and school leadership 
  

Teaching 

Purpose 

Activities and Accomplishments
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 
 

 

 

 
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 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
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 

Results
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 Table 3  

Iowa Teacher Retention Public School District First Year  
Teacher Retention 1996-1997 to 2002-2007  

 

 Number 

 1st Year 

  Public Teachers Teachers Teachers Teachers Teachers Teachers Teachers Teachers Teachers 

 School Returning Returning Returning Returning Returning Returning Returning Returning Returning Teachers 

Teachers in in in in in in in in in Returning 

 School 1997- 1998- 1999- 2000- 2001- 2002- 2003- 2004- 2005- in  

   Year 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2006-2007 
 

1199 1094 981 894  849  789 750 725 699 674 657  

 (91.5%) (81.8%) (74.6%) (70.8%) (65.8%) (62.6%) (60.5%) (58.3%) (56.2%) (54.8%) 

1347  1212 1093 1004 942 914 860 825 806 786  

  (90.0%) (81.1%) (74.5%) (69.9%) (67.9%) (63.8%) (61.2%) (59.8%) (58.4%) 

1418   1268 1145 1052 1008 969 921 873 862 

   (89.4%) (80.7%) (74.2%) (71.1%) (68.3%) (65.0%) (61.6%) (60.8%) 

1883    1684 1548 1439 1371 1302 1242 1208  

    (89.4%) (82.2%) (76.4%) (72.8%) (69.1%) (66.0%) (64.2%) 

1810     1574 1424 1339  1273 1221 1181  

     (87.0%) (78.7%) (74.0%) (70.3%) (67.5%) (65.2%) 

1614      1407 1285 1216 1162 1100 

      (87.2%) (79.6%) (75.3%) (72.0%) (68.2%) 

1269       1131 1033 975 924 

       (89.1%) (81.4%) (76.8%) (72.8%) 

1432        1295 1200 1139 

        (90.4%) (83.8%) (79.5%) 

1512         1391 1262 

         (92.0%) (83.5%) 

1591          1451

          (91.2%)

 

Source:  Iowa Department of Education, Bureau of Planning, Research, Development and Evaluation, Basic Educational  
 Data Survey (BEDS) Staff Files. 
 *Data does not include teachers leaving Iowa to teach in other states. 
 **Mentoring and induction was first offered in 2001-2002. 
 ***All beginning teachers were supported by mentoring and induction in 2002-2003.

 

On the Horizon
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 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
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School Leadership 
 

Purpose 

 

Activities and Accomplishments 
 

Principal Leadership Academy 

Superintendent Network 

Administrator Mentoring and Induction 
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Iowa Core Curriculum Leadership Modules 
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Results 

On the Horizon 
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INITIATIVE 4:  Improve the quality of data and information. 
 

Unified Education Data System 
 
Purpose 

 

 

 

 
Activities and Accomplishments/Background 
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On the Horizon 

 
Iowa Department of Education Data Warehouse: EdInsight 

 
Purpose 

 
Activities and Accomplishments/Background 
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 Figure 16 

EdInsight 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Portal and BI Reporting End Users ETL, Data Warehouse, and EDEN File Production Data Sources 

Project  
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ITBS /  
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 Table 4  

EdInsight Reports with Version Releases  

  

Family Subject Area Main Report Areas

ASMT 1.1.1 Individual Performance Detail

ASMT 1.1.2 Individual Performance Trend and Comparison

ASMT 1.4 – Assessment Cube
ASMT 1.5 - Alternate Assessment

2.0 EQTY Equity / School Improvement EQTY 2.1 – AEA/District Equity Report

APR 4.1 – Student Achievement 

APR 4.2 – School Report Card for the Public

ENRL 5.1 – Attendance Report

ENRL 5.2 – Certified Enrollment Report

CURR 6.1 – Curriculum Accreditation Report

CURR 6.2 – Student Course History Report

CURR 6.3 – College Credit Course Report

CURR 6.4 – Higher Level Course Report

SPED 7.1 – Suspensions and Expulsions

SPED 7.2 – Achievement

SPED 7.3 – Graduation

SPED 7.4 – Drop Out

SPED 7.5 – Disproportionality

UTIL 9.1 – Transfer of Historical Data

UTIL 9.2 – School and District Comparison Report

IND 11.1 - Graduation

IND 11.2 - Drop Out

IND 11.3 - Attendance
IND 11.4 - Discipline

PRGM 12.1 - At Risk

PRGM 12.2 - Talented and Gifted

New Reports

Prototype Release 4

Release 1.0 5

Release 1.5 15

24

Student Detail 

Report

9.0 UTIL Utilities

6.0 CURR Curriculum

7.0 SPED

4.0 APR

EdInsight Report Numbers 

ASMT 1.3 - Cohort Reports

ASMT 1.2 - Group Reports

ASMT 1.1 – Individual  Reports

Sub Report Areas

APR Report

Student Level Detail 

Report

11.0 IND Student Indicators

12.0 PRGM Program Indicators

5.0 ENRL Enrollment

Special Education

1.0 ASMT Assessment / Growth
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Expected Results 

 

 

 

 

On the Horizon 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Iowa High School Transcript Repository (a.k.a. E-transcripts) 

 
Purpose 
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Activities and Accomplishments/Background 

 

 

 

Expected Results 
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On the Horizon 
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INITIATIVE 5:  Improve educator preparation programs 
 
Purpose 

 
Activities and Accomplishments 
 

Educator Preparation (Teacher and Educational Leader) 



Education is Iowa’s Future - 2009 

 49  

Teacher Preparation 
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Educational Leadership Preparation 

 

 
Results 
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 Table 5  

New Iowa Teachers and Teachers Eligible to Retire 
2003-2004 to 2008-2009  

 
Academic Year 

 
Prepared 
2003-2004 

 
Prepared 
2004-2005 

 
Prepared 
2005-2006 

 
Prepared 
2006-2007 

 
Prepared 
2007-2008 

Iowa Teachers 
 Eligible to retire   

2008-2009 
Student Teachers  3,291 3,166 2,952 2,843 2,653 3,165 

K-6 Classroom Teachers  1,901 1,710 1,787 1,487 1,351 1,961 

 5-12 Social Studies  * 300 261 207 210 268 

5-12 English/LA * 197 180 177 180 306 

5-12 Foreign Language * 59 57 63 69 73 

5-12 Mathematics * 102 108 113 97 250 

5-12 Science * 128 109 102 104 219 

Special Education  191 361 343 435 499 360 

Counselors 133 84 84 88 121 203 

K-12 Principals 166 180 115 118 114 185 

Superintendents 31 41 43 28 42 108 

*Data not collected in this format in 2003-2004. 

 

 

 
On the Horizon 
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GOAL 3 Individuals will pursue postsecondary 
education in order to drive economic success. 
(Postsecondary Education) 

 

Measures of Success  
 
MEASURE 1:  Increase the percentage of students who have obtained an 
Associate of Arts (AA) degree who transfer into a four-year institution. 
 

Table 6

Cumulative Transfer Rate, 2002 and 2006 Cohort 
 

Cohort N Transfer % 
 

2002  3,713 2,491 67.08% 
2006 4,374 2,849 65.14% 
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MEASURE 2:  Increase graduation rates by race/ethnicity and gender at 
Iowa postsecondary institutions. 
 

Table 7 

Graduation Rates 

  
  FY2001 FY2002 FY2003  FY2004 FY2005   FY2006 
 

Total Cohort 41.65% 41.06% 39.71% 38.85% 38.76% 39.07% 
       

Gender        

 Male  40.51 39.57 38.90 37.10 36.67 37.57 

 Female 42.97 42.69 40.59 40.85 41.07 40.83 

Race/Ethnicity        

 White 43.23 42.75 41.77 41.14 41.19 41.23 

 African American 22.95 21.45 17.59 17.53 17.39 19.40 

 Hispanic 28.50 31.61 23.63 30.66 25.35 23.74 

 Asian 24.49 31.08 28.65 24.68 20.42 27.03 

 American Indian 31.37 38.36 33.33 21.79 14.29 27.12 
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MEASURE 3:  Increase the average hourly wage of clients employed as a 
result of vocational rehabilitation services compared with the State of Iowa 
average hourly wage. 

 
Figure 17  

1.5 Earnings as a Ratio to the State Average (RSA) Hourly 
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Figure 18 
Average Hourly Wage 

 

 

Major Initiatives 
 
INITIATIVE 1:  Provide support for STEM activities, Project Lead the Way, 
and entrepreneurship education. 
 

STEM - Project Lead the Way (PLTW)
Purpose 

 
 
 

2006 2007 2008

MSD $7.95 $8.89 $9.95 

SD $11.00 $11.53 $11.96 

OE $12.00 $13.02 $13.55 

$7.95 $8.89 

$9.95 

$11.00 $11.53 
$11.96 

$12.75 

$13.02 $13.55 

$-

$2.00 

$4.00 

$6.00 

$8.00 

$10.00 

$12.00 

$14.00 

$16.00 
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 
 
 
 
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Activities and Accomplishments 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
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Results 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19 

PLTW Program Sites 
 

 
 

  Fiscal Year 
 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
 Middle Schools 3 6 18 21 27 
 High Schools 7 18 35 90 102 
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Figure 20 

PLTW Teachers Trained 
 

 
 

 2005 2006 2007 2008 
Teachers 13 27 91  140 

 
 
On the Horizon 

 
Entrepreneurship Education 

 
Purpose 
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Activities and Accomplishments 

On the Horizon 

 

 
  

http://www.jacobsoninstitute.org/youthbizcentral.html
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INITIATIVE 2:  Facilitate student transfers through articulation agreements. 
 

Perkins IV – Articulation 
Purpose 

 

Activities and Accomplishments 

 

(Anticipated) Results and On the Horizon 



Education is Iowa’s Future - 2009 

 61  

LACTS (Liaison Advisory Committee for Transfer Students) 
 
Purpose 

Activities and Accomplishments 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
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On the Horizon 

 

INITIATIVE 3:  Improve the quality of data and information. 
 
Purpose 

 
Activities and Accomplishments 

  

Results 

 

  



Education is Iowa’s Future - 2009 

 63  

On the Horizon 

   

 
INITIATIVE 4:  Align curriculum so that students are better prepared for the 
global workforce. 
 
Purpose 

Activities and Accomplishments 

http://www.ihaveaplaniowa.org/
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Results 
 

 

 
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 

On the Horizon 

 

 


